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Contact your Liphatech District Sales Representative or Distributor 
today for samples or more information. 
888-331-7900  |  www.liphatech.comBiosecurity Rodent Control

BIOSECURITYBIOSECURITYBIOSECURITY
INTEGRATOR

2018
PROMOTION

Start 2018 and your rodent control rotation off right! 
FastDraw and Hombre are the keystones to a strong biosecurity rotation strategy. Integrators 

who purchase (4) 16 lb. pails of FastDraw Soft Bait or (4) 20 lb. pails of Hombre Mini Blocks on 

one invoice are eligible to receive (1) additional pail of the same product FREE! 

FEBRUARY 1 - MARCH 31, 2018 

BUY 4 » GET 1 FREE
Stock Up on FastDraw® Soft Bait or Hombre® Mini Blocks

• Offer valid on purchases made from an 
approved Liphatech Distributor beginning 
February 1st through March 31st, 2018.

• Product may not be mixed and matched to 
reach qualifying 4 pail quantities.

• Open to Integrators in the U.S.A. only. 
Distributors and retail locations not eligible.

• Purchase 64 pails of FastDraw or Hombre and 
receive 16 pails of the same product FREE, 
which equals a full 80 pail pallet.

• Qualifying purchases are limited to 1 pallet 
of each qualifying product per individual 
complex location.

• Void where prohibited.  







February 2018 ❙ www.WATTAgNet.com

EDITORIAL
BY TERRENCE O’KEEFE  tokeefe@wattglobal.com

WATTAgNet.com

CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS
401 East State Street, 3rd fl oor 

Rockford, IL 61104
Tel: +1.815.966.5574

Publisher: 
Greg Watt; gwatt@wattglobal.com 

Executive Vice-President/
Publisher Global Petfood and Events: 

Steve Akins; sakins@wattglobal.com 
V.P., Director of Innovation 
and Data Development: 

Bruce Plantz; bplantz@wattglobal.com 
Director of Global Agribusiness Sales: 

Jeff Miller; jmiller@wattglobal.com 

EDITORIAL TEAM
Director of Content: 

Terrence O’Keefe; tokeefe@wattglobal.com 
Tel: +1.704.795.4646

Digital Content Director: Tara Loszach
Senior Editor: Andrea Gantz
Associate Editor: Ann Reus

Staff Reporter: Roy Graber 
Agriculture Reporter: Deven King

Social Media & SEO Editor: 
Kathleen McLaughlin

ART/PRODUCTION TEAM
Creative Director: Joe Cabusao

Senior Art Director: Elizabeth Crosby
Production Manager: Bill Spranger;

bspranger@wattglobal.com    Tel: +1.815.966.5427
Advertising Production Coordinator: 

Connie Miller

SALES TEAM
USA/CANADA

Regional Manager: Pam Ballard, 
Midwest, West, Canada;

pballard@wattglobal.com    Tel: +1.815.966.5576
Regional Manager: Mary Harris, 

East, Southeast;
mharris@wattglobal.com    Tel: +1.815.980.5938

Sales Representative: Arthur Hartnett
ahartnett@wattglobal.com    Tel: +1.815.966.5405

EUROPE, ASIA, AFRICA

Frans Willem van Beemen;
fvanbeemen@wattglobal.com    Tel: +31.344.653442

EUROPE, LATIN AMERICA

Tineke van Spanje;
tvanspanje@wattglobal.com    Tel: +31.495.526155

SOUTHEAST ASIA

Ding Ding Li;
dingdingli@vip.163.com    Tel: +86.21.6447.4625  

https://www.facebook.com/WATTAgNet

www.youtube.com/WATTPoultryTV

www.linkedin.com/groups/
WATT-AgNet-4855866

https://twitter.com/WATTAgNet

SOCIAL MEDIA

For article reprints and reprint quotes contact 
FosteReprints 

+1.866.879.9144    www.fosterprinting.com

Will US cage-free 
conversion be a 

marathon or a sprint?
The USDA estimate, released on January 8, 2018, of the non-organic cage-free 

hen � ock in the U.S. is 35 million hens. The number of hens housed cage free in 

the U.S., excluding organic, has increased from 8.5 million in 2014 to 35 million 

in January 2018, a 317 percent increase, according to USDA estimates. It is es-

timated that 227.2 million non-organic cage-free layers will be needed by 2026 

to meet all of the already announced future cage-free egg purchase pledges. If 

all of these pledges are fully kept, then U.S. egg producers would have to add or 

convert an average of 24 million cage-free hens worth of housing each year for 

the next eight years to supply all of these needs.

The egg producers who responded to the Top Egg Company Survey don’t 

think all of the purchase pledges will be fully realized. For instance, more 

than half of those responding think less than half of shell eggs sold at retail in 

2025 will be cage free. When asked how hens would be housed in 2025, the 

average survey response was that 45.2 percent of hens would be housed cage 

free in 2025.

The USDA estimated the total hen � ock in the U.S. to be 319.7 million 

in December of 2017. If survey respondents are correct about cage-free hen 

numbers in 2025, then this means the cage-free � ock — organic and “just” 

cage-free — that year would be 144.5 million hens. This means the rate of 

conversion of hen housing to cage free would “only” need to average 13.6 mil-

lion head worth per year.

Given the surplus of cage-free eggs, conversion of hen housing to cage free 

will slow down. Most of the large cage-free purchase pledges don’t kick in until 

2023 and later. It isn’t possible for the next eight years to go by without periods 

of signi� cant market disruption for eggs. It’s going to be messy.  ■

marathon or a sprint?
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Click the links to read WATTAgNet news
www.WATTAgNet.com/topics/459

PREMIER POULTRY INDUSTRY DRYING SYSTEMS

www.uzelacind.com

PROUDLY GROWING IN

GREENDALE, WI, USA Please contact our Main Of�ce 
in Greendale, WI

(414) 529-0240

or our Kansas Of�ce 
in  Neodesha, KS

(620) 325-2269

CONSULTATIONS ARE FREE.

Uzelac Industries is a major supplier of Rotary Drying Systems 
to the poultry industry, including for such notable clients as 
Herbruck’s Poultry Farm, Michael’s Foods, Foster Farms 
and Tyson, building custom equipment for over 30 years.

All thanks to Uzelac Industries Rotary Dryer Systems.

EGGSHELLS can become calcium for layer chickens. 
FEATHER MEAL can become protein for animal feed. 
MANURE can become fertilizer.

Panera Bread petitions FDA to defi ne ‘egg’
Chain argues that without a defi nition, consumers 

can’t be assured what they are getting is actually an egg …
www.WATTAgNet.com/articles/33260

Ro
y 

G
ra

be
r

New poultry market data available 
to download on WATTAgNet
View charts and download data sets with historical poultry market statistics 
and the latest poultry production, consumption projections to 2026 …
www.WATTAgNet.com/articles/32497
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FFAR awards $1.4 million in 
hen health research grants

University studies will benefi t as the money is to be 
spent on improving the health and productivity of hens … 

 www.WATTAgNet.com/articles/33303



+1-616-582-4000   |   bigd@bigdutchmanusa.com   |   WWW.BIGDUTCHMANUSA.COM

When you invest in a Big Dutchman cage-free system, you get a 
dedicated team of cage-free specialists to help you maximize your 
investment. 

From rearing to layer, we have the most complete and versatile lineup 
of cage-free options, and more experience to help you than any other 
company. Our dedicated cage-free specialists are here to partner with 
you, and to help you prosper.

CONTACT ONE OF OUR CAGE-FREE SPECIALISTS TODAY
TAKE A TOUR AT BIGDUTCHMANUSA.COM/CAGEFREE

STOP BY OUR BOOTH AT THE MIDWEST POULTRY SHOW: BOOTH #422
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Top US egg 
producer 
rankings for 
2018: Cage-
free surplus
The rush of cage-free egg future 
purchase pledges in 2016 led 
to rapid expansion of cage-free 
production and a surplus of  
cage-free eggs in 2017.
TERRENCE O’KEEFE

The number of hens housed cage free in the U.S., 

excluding organic, has increased from 8.5 million in 

2014 to 35 million in January 2018, a 317 percent in-

crease, according to USDA estimates. In spite of the 

large number of pledges by restaurant chains, food 

service distributors, retail outlets and food compa-

nies to purchase only cage-free eggs by some future 

date, the demand for cage-free eggs has not kept up 

with the increase in supply. As a result, Cal-Maine 

Foods and Rose Acre Farms, the country’s two largest 

egg producers, both announced adjustments to their 

cage-free programs.

During its earnings report for the �rst quarter of 

�scal year 2018, released on October 2, 2017, Cal-

Maine Foods’ CEO Dolph Baker said that, because 

the supply of cage-free eggs is not consistent with 

the demand, the company has adjusted its cage-free 

egg production levels in line with customer demand. 

Also in October, Rose Acre Farms announced that it 

was at least temporarily discontinuing the addition 

of cage-free laying systems, or as CEO Marcus Rust 

put it, the company is “shutting [its] construction 

program down.” 

In contrast, Michael Foods Inc. Post Holdings CEO 

Robert V. Vitale said he feels “very comfortable” with 

the way its Michael Foods subsidiary is matching the 

production of cage-free egg products with the demand. 

“We are moving along with our customers and trying 

to be supportive of their overall initiatives in this area, 

so our capacity is very nicely matched against the de-

mands,” Vitale said while speaking during a November 

17 conference call. Michael Foods is one of the largest 

egg products companies in the world and is not a sig-

ni�cant supplier of retail shell eggs.

T H E  W O R L D ’ S  L E A D I N G  E G G  P R O D U C E R S
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Top US egg producers’ rankings for 2018
Ranking Egg company Hens (millions) Top Company URL

1 Cal-Maine Foods1 40.10 http://goo.gl/P1cw6f

2 Rose Acre Farms 26.90 http://goo.gl/nesekz

3 Hillandale Farms 16.73 http://goo.gl/Pj6gf9

4 Versova Holdings2 16.40 https://goo.gl/NV7gTw

5 Daybreak Foods 12.80 http://goo.gl/Zv6tu6

6 Rembrandt Enterprises 12.50 http://goo.gl/uwyZo5

7 Michael Foods 12.18 http://goo.gl/Zhxiwh

8 Center Fresh Group 9.70 http://goo.gl/h01kex

9 Midwest Poultry Services L.P. 9.50 http://goo.gl/0q5dKT

10 Prairie Star Farms3 9.40 http://goo.gl/OXj3Wi

11 Herbruck’s Poultry Ranch 8.40 http://goo.gl/v7fNAX

12 Weaver Brothers 8.00 http://goo.gl/5D74lO

13 Hickman’s Egg Ranch 7.35 http://goo.gl/fLwpo4

14 Fremont Farms of Iowa 7.30 http://goo.gl/zbGkFQ

15 Sparboe Farms 6.10 http://goo.gl/Hb7IdI

16 ISE America 6.00 http://goo.gl/B3i4LX

17 Kreider Farms 5.20 http://goo.gl/3ihJO3

18 Opal Foods 5.18 http://goo.gl/XUvCLI

19 Gemperle Farms 4.90 http://goo.gl/jjZ6Ex

20 Sunrise Farms Inc. 4.50 http://goo.gl/J3snec

21 Wabash Valley Produce 4.39 http://goo.gl/mZEdTN

22 S & R Egg Farms 4.35 http://goo.gl/tVefBl

23 Mid-States Specialty Eggs 4.23 https://goo.gl/SlNbrE

24 National Food Corp. 4.08 http://goo.gl/olJcUu

25 Mahard Egg Farms 4.00 http://goo.gl/4xrbwE

26 RW Sauder 3.50 http://goo.gl/6CFveb

27 Ritewood/Oakdell Egg Farms 3.40 http://goo.gl/xeqYl8

28 Cooper Farms 3.15 http://goo.gl/NIyaA6

29 Esbenshade Farms 2.80 http://goo.gl/gQK7QQ

30 Creighton Bros. 2.66 http://goo.gl/oqD2hh

31 Konos Inc. 2.58 http://goo.gl/7N6C6k

32 CHS (formerly Hamilton Farm Bureau) 2.28 http://goo.gl/Sc7Jkh

33 Sunrise Acres Egg Farm 2.28 http://goo.gl/0jxpsB

34 Minnich Poultry 2.25 http://goo.gl/yTgtNg
© 2018 WATT Global Media
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35 Wenger Feeds/Dutchland Farms 2.20 http://goo.gl/FZ67eR

36 Forsman Farms 2.15 http://goo.gl/Ip4Wfi

37 Braswell Egg 2.09 http://goo.gl/ShBS7F

38 Giroux’s Poultry Farm 2.00 http://goo.gl/7sFvKo

39 Heritage PMS/LaValle Egg Farms 1.94 http://goo.gl/bBa9Lg

40 Kreher’s Eggs 1.88 http://goo.gl/ZrjSMp

41 Chino Valley Ranchers/MCM Poultry 1.80 https://goo.gl/cC7KLK

42 Hemmelgarn & Sons 1.66 http://goo.gl/dmPjc6

43 Pine Hill Egg Ranch 1.65 http://goo.gl/8pvLl3

44 Country Charm Eggs 1.60 http://goo.gl/LFRxRr

45 Lathem Farms 1.60 http://goo.gl/CnTpDd

46 Schipper Eggs 1.60 http://goo.gl/cyDgKb

47 Berne Hi-Way Hatchery 1.50 http://goo.gl/AFVLvw

48 Demler Enterprises 1.50 http://goo.gl/TXMnDa

49 Egg Innovations 1.40 http://goo.gl/141BkA

50 J.S. West & Company/JEM Eggs 1.40 http://goo.gl/YqL2Zv

51 Simpson’s Eggs 1.30 http://goo.gl/j4bDYV

52 Mercer Landmark 1.28 http://goo.gl/UXjgK3

53 Dakota Layers 1.25 http://goo.gl/Bt7qgv

54 Hertzfeld Poultry Farms 1.20 http://goo.gl/qrYj7i

55 Morning Fresh Farms 1.20 http://goo.gl/j2R3HL

56 Wilcox Farms 0.95 http://goo.gl/GHKmfL

57 Pearl Valley Eggs 0.92 http://goo.gl/n760PY

58 Hillside Poultry Farms 0.67 http://goo.gl/5RfONj

59 The Happy Egg Co. 0.60 https://goo.gl/J14XtS

60 Sunrise Farms LLC 0.53 http://goo.gl/HsMddz

61 SKS Enterprises 0.50 http://goo.gl/zRMHyl

62 Weber Family Farms 0.40 https://goo.gl/bEVnJe

63 Vital Farms 0.30 http://goo.gl/Rlfd6F

Total 314.16
Layer numbers reported reflect the estimated number of hens housed on December 31, 2017.
1. Cal-Maine acquired the Happy Hen in 2017.
2.  Versova Holdings LLC is a holding company that combines the day-to-day operations of egg producers Centrum Valley Farms LLP, Trillium Farm Holdings LLC  

and Iowa Cage-free LLP.
3. Prairie Star Markets is the combined egg production of Hoosier Pride, Rindler Poultry, Ross-Medford Farms and J Star Farms

Top US egg producers’ rankings for 2018 (continued)
Ranking Egg company Hens (millions) Top Company URL

© 2018 WATT Global Media
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Top 6 US egg producers 
Cal-Maine Foods retains its 

place at the top of Egg Industry’s 

Top Egg Company rankings with 

40.10 million head of hens housed 

on December 31, 2017. In addition to 

being the largest egg producer in the 

U.S., Cal-Maine is also the largest 

egg producer in the world, accord-

ing to WATT Global Media’s Top 

Poultry Company rankings. 

Rose Acre Farms, Hillandale 

Farms and Versova Holdings remain 

in the second, third and fourth posi-

tions in the rankings with 26.90, 

16.73 and 16.40 million head of 

hens, respectively.

Daybreak Foods, with 12.80 mil-

lion head of hens, rose to the � fth spot 

in this year’s rankings from the sixth 

spot last year. Rembrandt Foods fell 

to sixth in the rankings since its hen 

numbers decreased from 14.7 mil-

lion head on December 31, 2016, to 

12.5 million head at the end of 2017.

The Top Egg Company Survey is 

conducted annually, and the results 

reported are composed of a combi-

nation of company-submitted infor-

mation and estimates made based 

on input from publicly reported 

information and industry sources. 

The survey reports on the number 

of hens housed on December 31, 

2017. The report includes 63 com-

panies with a collective 314.6 mil-

lion hens. The December 22, 2017, 

USDA Chicken and Egg Report 

estimated there were 319.7 million 

table egg-laying hens in the U.S. on 

December 1, 2017.

Industry concentration
The level of concentration 

of the U.S. egg industry hasn’t 

changed much in the past four 

years. In the 2015 survey, the top 

� ve egg producers controlled the 

output of 34 percent of the hens 

reported in the Top Egg Company 

Hy-Line

Hy-Line International
Email: info@hyline.com  |  www.hyline.com

...a bird for EVERY market

delivers...

Silver BrownSoniaW-36BrownW-80

Every climate.

Every housing system.

Every country.

Contact your local Hy-Line representative 
to learn which variety is best for you.
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Survey. In the 2018 survey, the top �ve egg producers 

controlled the output of 36 percent of the survey’s hens. 

The amount of the country’s hens housed by the top 10 

egg producers has increased from 50 percent in 2015 to 

53 percent in 2018.

Disaster losses in 2017
Fire and storms caused some significant losses 

of housing and birds for U.S. egg producers in 2017. 

On April 4, 2017, Opal Foods suffered significant 

losses because of a storm that hit its egg operations 

in Neosho, Missouri. The company lost three poultry 

houses to straight-line winds. An estimated 600,000 

chickens inside those houses were also lost. It was 

estimated that it will cost about US$2.4 million to re-

place the lost structures and an additional US$4 mil-

lion to replace the lost hens.

Hillandale Farms lost a barn and more than 100,000 

hens in a �re that occurred July 1, 2017, at a company 

facility in Tyrone Township, Pennsylvania. Hi-Grade Egg 

Producers facilities near North Manchester, Indiana, were 

damaged by �re on October 2, 2017. More than 1 million 

of the 2.7 million hens on the site died in the egg farm 

�re. Hi-Grade Egg Producers is operated by Midwest 

Poultry Services, and the company has announced its in-

tentions to rebuild. ■

T H E  W O R L D ’ S  L E A D I N G  E G G  P R O D U C E R S

 Tel: + 1 574.825.5849 • www.ziggity.com

Try it for Free.
We’ll send you sample Ziggity Max8 drinkers  

for your commercial layer system, so you can see 
improved bird performance and drier manure belts,  

slats or pits for yourself!

J-Lock Aktive Max8 easily 
upgrades most brands  
of watering systems.

We’re making this bold offer because we 
know the revolutionary Max8 works! The 
Max8 drinker was designed exclusively 

for layers. It has many unique features that help deliver the water 
volume layers need without spillage. This results in drier belts, 
slats or pits, preventing harmful ammonia releases which could 
hurt egg production and diminish the welfare of your birds.

Max8 drinkers are easy 
to retrofit on your existing 
watering system. Contact 
your Ziggity distributor to 
arrange for your FREE 
Max8 drinker samples.

TL Max8 for Ziggity 
systems. 

THE TOP 10 EGG producers in the U.S. control 
53 percent of the hens in the 2018 Top Egg 
Company Survey.
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Egg producers 
predict cages 
won’t go away 
by 2025
US egg producers responding 
to the Top Egg Company 
Survey predict that more than 
half of US hens will still be 
housed in cages in 2025.
TERRENCE O’KEEFE

Most major shell egg retailers, restaurant chains, food 

service distributors and food manufacturers in the 

U.S. have pledged to switch all of their shell egg and 

egg products purchases to cage free by some future 

date, generally during or before 2025. The breakout 

for how hens were housed in the U.S. in 2017 was 

roughly 14 percent cage free (including organic), 85 

percent in conventional cages and less than 1 percent 

in enriched cages.

As part of Egg Industry magazine’s annual Top 

Egg Company Survey, egg producers were asked their 

opinion of how U.S. laying hens will be housed in 2025. 

Twenty-�ve egg producers, who house 144 million hens, 

answered this question. The average of the 25 predictions 

was that 52.6 percent of hens would be housed in con-

IN SPITE OF A great number of future cage-free 
egg and egg product purchase pledges, U.S. egg 
producers expect more than half of hens to be in 
cages in 2025.
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Source: 2018 Egg Industry magazine Top Egg Company Survey

Egg producer predictions for percentage 
of retail shell eggs sales that will be 
cage free in 2025

More than half of U.S. egg producers who 
responded to the Top Egg Company Survey predict 
eggs from cage-free hens will make up less than half 
of the total U.S. retail shell egg purchases in 2025.

T H E  W O R L D ’ S  L E A D I N G  E G G  P R O D U C E R S
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moba.net

HIGHEST CAPACITY - HIGHEST YIELD

Proven Omnia PX concept at 700 Cases/hour 
without speeding up egg handling

Individual egg handling maximizes fl exibility and Grade A
• Highest standard in food safety 
•  Innovative TWINFEED concept off ers:

- Better egg fl ow to grader
- Easy access for cleaning and maintenance
- Full-mode and half-mode

OMNIA PX700

Visit us at:
Midwest Poultry Federation Convention 
March 13 – 15, 2018 
Minneapolis

Clear overview 
on performance 
through iMoba
imoba.com
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ventional cages, 2 percent would be in enriched cages and 

45.4 percent would be housed cage free. The predictions for 

the percentage of hens in conventional cage housing in 2025 

range from 15 to 85 percent. The predictions for the percent-

age of U.S. hens that will be housed cage free in 2025 range 

from 14 to 80 percent, and the predictions for enriched-cage 

housing ranged from 0 to 10 percent.

Retailers not cage free by 2025
While most major shell egg retailers have pledged 

to be 100 percent cage free by 2025, some of these 

pledges contain language relating to “affordability and 

availability” of cage-free eggs. Egg produc-

ers were asked to select the statement about 

cage-free egg sales at retail in 2025 that most 

closely matches what they believe will happen. 

Twenty-six egg producers who house a total of 

147 million hens answered this question. Zero 

egg producers agreed with the statement that more than 

90 percent of egg sold at retail would be produced cage 

free. Ten egg producers agreed with the statement that 

between 50 and 90 percent of eggs sold at retail would 

be produced cage free. Sixteen of the respondents agreed 

with statements that said that less than half of eggs sold 

at retail in 2025 would be produced cage free, with seven 

predicting that less than 30 percent of eggs sold at retail in 

2025 would be produced cage free.

US hen housing changes in 2017
Egg producers were asked how much hen housing 

capacity was added to their operations. The 27 com-

panies that completed survey forms report that they 

added new buildings in 2017, which could house a total 

of 3.6 million hens. These companies also report that 

they re-caged existing houses, which could house about 

1.25 million hens. U.S. egg producers who responded 

to the survey report that they converted cage housing 

for about 4 million hens to cage-free housing for about 

2.7 million hens in 2017.

2018 hen housing plans
Egg producers responding to the Top Egg Company 

Survey report plans to add housing capacity for a total of 

about 4.7 million hens. Housing for just over 2.14 million 

cage-free hens is expected to be added. The additional ca-

pacity for 2.6 million cage-housed hens includes additional 

hens that will be added in existing housing that is being 

converted from production for the California market.

Survey respondents also report intentions to convert 

cage housing for about 1.1 million head of hens to cage 

free in 2018. ■

Changes in US hen 
housing in 2017
Hen housing capacity added 
in new buildings in 2017 3,632,616 

Hen capacity of houses that 
were re-caged in 2017 1,248,500 

Hen capacity in cage houses 
converted to cage free in 2017 4,012,500 

Which made cage-free housing 
for this many hens 2,671,672

Anticipated additional hen 
capacities added in 2018
Conventional cages* 2,600,000 

Enriched cages -

Cage-free housing 2,144,172 

Total additional hen capacity 4,744,172 

We plan to convert cage housing for 
this many hens to cage free in 2018 1,077,500 

*Includes additional hens in complex that will no longer serve California market

For the cage housing converted to cage free in 2017, 
the net hen housing capacity loss was one-third.

U.S. egg producers responding to the Top Egg 
Company Survey intend to convert less cage housing 
capacity to cage-free in 2018 than they did in 2017.

Learn more about the world’s top  
egg producing companies at:  
www.WATTAgNet.com/directories/80



Always read and follow label directions. Starbar, Starbar with design, QuikStrike, and Golden Malrin are registered trademarks of Wellmark 
International. The red-yellow color gradation is a registered trademark of Central Garden & Pet Company. ©2018 Wellmark International.

Nuisance flies are known to carry a variety of diseases that can economically impact  
an operation. Help reduce the risk by zeroing in on fly control with Starbar® fly baits.

To consistently control nuisance flies, rotational use of QuikStrike® Fly Bait 
and Golden Malrin® Fly Bait will help avoid resistance and control fly populations. 

Learn more about Starbar® fly control at StarbarProducts.com, 
call your local distributor or call 1.800.347.8272.

ZERO IN ON ROTATION

BAIT AND SWITCH
TURN THE TABLES ON NUISANCE FLIES

Learn about the proper Levels of Fly Control using our web-based app at Levels.StarbarProducts.com
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The top 20 egg producers — according to data from 

Egg Industry’s Top Egg Company Survey, which is 

part of WATT Global Media’s database on the world’s 

leading broiler, turkey and egg producers — are 

ranked according to the size of their layer �ock at the 

end of 2017. More information about the companies 

can be found by clicking on the company’s name or 

visiting the top poultry company’s database.

Collectively, the top 20 companies account for 

229.17 million birds.

1Cal-Maine Foods,
40.1 million hens
The largest producer and marketer of shell eggs in 

the United States in �scal 2017, sold approximately 1,031.1 

million dozen shell eggs. Cal-Maine stated they thought 

that represented approximately 20 percent of domestic shell 

egg consumption. Cal-Maine had a total of approximately 

40.1 million layers as of December 31, 2017.

Cal-Maine produces caged brown and white eggs, 

cage-free white and brown eggs, organic and free-

range eggs, as well as specialty products. Most of their 

shell eggs are sold in the Southwestern, Southeastern, 

Midwestern and Mid-Atlantic regions of the U.S. Cal-

Maine sells shell eggs to most American retailers.

Top 20 US egg 
producers in 
2018
Learn more about the companies 
WATT Global Media ranked as 
the 2018 top egg producers.
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More information about the compa-
nies found in Egg Industry’s Top Egg 
Company Survey can be found by click-
ing on the company’s name or visiting the 
top poultry company’s database:  
www.WATTAgNet.com/directories/80
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On March 3, 2017, the company announced it closed 

the acquisition of substantially all of the assets of Happy 

Hen and its af�liates, related to their commercial pro-

duction, processing, distribution and sale of shell eggs 

business. In the deal, Cal-Maine acquired commercial 

egg production and processing facilities with current 

capacity for about 350,000 layers and related distribution 

facilities located near Harwood and Wharton, Texas, ac-

cording to a release.

Cal-Maine Foods ended its fourth quarter of its �scal 

2017, and its entire �scal year, with a net loss, due to the pro-

longed effects of the U.S. avian in�uenza outbreak, among 

other factors. For the �scal year, which ended on June 3, the 

company reported a net loss of $74.3 million, compared with 

a net income of $316 million the previous year.

On October 2, 2017, Cal-Maine Foods reported re-

sults for the �rst quarter of �scal 2018, which ended 

September 2, 2017. Net sales for the �rst quarter of �scal 

2018 were US$262.8 million, compared with US$239.8 

million for the prior-year period. The company reported 

a net loss of US$16.0 million. During its earnings re-

port for the �rst quarter of �scal year 2018, Cal-Maine 

Foods CEO Dolph Baker said that, because the supply 

of cage-free eggs is not consistent with the demand, the 

company has adjusted its cage-free egg production levels 

in line with the current customer demand. Baker added 

that Cal-Maine Foods was well positioned to increase 

its cage-free egg production capacity as demand trends 

change. According to Baker, the cage-free egg market 

COLLECTIVELY, THE TOP 20 
companies account for  
229.17 million hens, or 73 
percent of the survey total.
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is an important area of focus for the company’s growth 

strategy, and it has invested in its operations and capac-

ity to provide a strong supply of cage-free eggs.

2Rose Acre Farms,
26.9 million hens
Rose Acre Farms is a family-owned egg opera-

tion that claims the spot of second largest U.S. egg 

producer. As of December 31, 2017, the company had 

26.9 million layers in its flock. In addition to table 

eggs, Rose Acre Farms produces a variety of egg 

products ranging from liquid eggs and dried eggs to 

egg protein powder.

Rose Acre Farms’ new 27,000-square-foot, US$5 mil-

lion corporate of�ce in Seymour, Indiana, opened in June 

2017. The new building resembles a chicken house and has 

of�ces for 80 employees on the east and west sides of the 

building.

In August 2017, Chips Everhart, site selector for 

Rose Acre Farms, spoke at the Western Arizona 

Roundtable, hosted by the Arizona Association for 

Economic Development, about a new egg-producing 

facility in La Paz County, south of the community of 

Bouse. Ground was broken on the facility near Bouse 

in June 2015. Plans for the farm included housing 

for about 3 million hens. The company also revealed 

plans for a pullet farm, a rail spur and a feed milling 

operation in La Paz County.

In October, Rose Acre Farms announced that it 

was at least temporarily discontinuing the addition of 

cage-free laying systems, or as CEO Marcus Rust put 

it, the company is “shutting [its] construction program 

down.” With all major grocery chains and a large per-

centage of restaurant and foodservice companies com-

mitting to only purchase cage-free eggs by a certain 

date, many U.S. egg producers, including Rose Acre 

Farms, started transitioning their farms to using cage-

free laying systems. Rose Acre Farms, over the past 

four years, spent about US$250 million on cage-free 

operations and now has about 20 percent of its hens in 

cage-free housing, Bloomberg reported. 

EggIndustry ❙ 19
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3Hillandale Farms,
16.73 million hens
Hillandale Farms is one 

of the U.S.’s leading suppliers of 

shell eggs. It has production facili-

ties in the Northeast, Midwest and 

Southeast, and supplies retailers and 

distributors throughout the Eastern 

U.S. The company has 16.73 layers 

and creates products. In July 2016, 

the company announced plans to 

shift its production from conventional 

to cage-free housing systems. Chief 

Executive Gary Bethel said all future 

expansion at Hillandale’s farms will 

be cage free and all existing facilities 

will be replaced by cage-free barns 

as they age. The company built new, 

cage-free houses in Hicksville, Ohio, 

and Bozrah, Connecticut.

Hillandale Farms lost a barn 

and more than 100,000 hens in a 

� re that occurred July 1, 2017, at 

a Hillandale Facility in Tyrone 

Township, Pennsylvania.

4 Versova Holdings,
16.4 million hens
Versova is a family-owned 

company, formed in April 2016, and 

is one of the largest egg producers 

in the U.S. Versova combines day-

to-day operations of egg producers 

Centrum Valley Farms LLP, Trillium 

Farm Holdings LLC and Iowa Cage-

free LLP. Centrum Valley, Trillium 

and Iowa Cage-free will continue to 

exist independently. As of December 

31, 2017, the company’s layer � ock 

included 16.4 million laying hens. 

They produce caged and cage-free 

white and brown eggs, along with liq-

uid egg products. Versova serves as 

a holding company with a new man-

agement team overseeing business 

functions of Centrum, Trillium and 

Iowa Cage-free. It handles marketing, 

customer relationships, information 

technology, operations, feed man-

T H E  F U T U R E  I S  N O W

PREVEXXION™ RN is a vaccine that contains a frozen 
Marek’s disease chimera consisting of three serotype 1 
strains and has been shown to be e�ective against very 
virulent Marek’s disease.

PREVEXXION™ RN is a  
trademark of Merial. 
© 2018 Merial Select, Inc.  
Gainesville, Georgia.  
All rights reserved. Merial is now  
part of Boehringer Ingelheim.

P R O T E C T I O N  •  V A L U E  •  I N N O V A T I O N
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agement, human resources and �nance. This operation is 

owned by farm families with more than six generations of 

knowledge in egg production; those families are the Deans, 

the Hennings and the Boomsmas.

5 Daybreak Foods,
12.8 million hens
Daybreak Foods is privately held and is involved 

in shell egg and egg products production. Its layer �ock 

includes 12.8 million hens. It produces conventional white 

eggs and liquid egg products. In November, the company 

announced at a town meeting that it was moving to a cage-

free environment at its Creekwood site. The facility is going 

through the permitting process to upgrade its capacity. The 

company bought adjacent property and is looking to tear 

down the current facility and erect a larger plant.

6 Rembrandt Enterprises,
12.5 million hens
Rembrandt Enterprises, doing business as 

Rembrandt Foods, is privately held and focuses on pro-

ducing egg products for the foodservice and ingredients 

industries. As of December 31, 2017, the company’s 

layer �ock included 12.5 million hens. Rembrandt 

produces its egg products from white and brown con-

ventionally produced eggs, cage-free eggs, free-range 

eggs and organic eggs. Its products include liquid egg, 

dried egg and hard-cooked, peeled eggs. In June 2017, 

the company announced the launch of a new product 

known as REMPRO, an egg white high-protein product. 

It is intended to be ideal for sports and nutritional bev-

erages. Rembrandt produces consumer and institutional 

or bulk packaged egg products.



The complexity of today’s modern egg processing, grading and robotic 
automation installations is very high and it requires expertise and knowledge 
to make a successful integration. 

At SANOVO TECHNOLOGY GROUP we have the know-how and resources 
to handle all aspects of your complete plant including the best service and 
support in the industry.

www.sanovogroup.com - usasales@sanovogroup.com -  +1 248 662 1030

One supplier 
for your egg business

Graders, Breakers, 
Casepackers, Palletizers, 
Farmpackers, Hatchery 
Packers,   Pasteurizers, 

Enzymes, Spray Dryers,
Hard-Boiled Egg.

Turning eggs into valuable business



www.WATTAgNet.com ❙ February 2018

24 ❙ EggIndustry

T H E  W O R L D ’ S  L E A D I N G  E G G  P R O D U C E R S

7Michael Foods,
12.18 million hens
Michael Foods is a leading food processor and 

distributor with business in egg products as well as re-

frigerated grocery and potato products. The company is 

the largest supplier of processed eggs in the world and is 

owned by Post Holdings Inc., which purchased it from 

GS Capital Partners for US$2.45 billion in 2014. In 2015, 

Post completed a US$90 million acquisition of Willamette 

Egg Farms, at the time the 30th largest egg producer in 

the U.S. As of December 31, 2017, its layer � ock included 

12.18 million birds. For � scal year 2017, net sales were 

US$2,116.2 million, a decline of 3.1 percent, or $68.5 

million, over the reported prior year. Michael Foods’ egg 

sales for the fourth quarter were “relatively � at,” although 

the volumes increased by about 3.5 percent.

In August 2016, the company, calling cage free the 

future of the egg industry, said it will convert a layer 

farm in Bloom� eld, Nebraska, into a cage-free opera-

tion between spring 2017 and 2020. Unlike Cal-Maine 

Foods and Rose Acre Farms, which have announced they 

have pulled back on cage-free egg production because 

the demand has not been in line with the supply, Post 

Holdings CEO Robert V. Vitale said he feels “very com-

fortable” with the way its Michael Foods subsidiary is 

matching the production of cage-free egg products with 

the demand. “We are moving along with our customers 

and trying to be supportive of their overall initiatives in 

this area, so our capacity is very nicely matched against 

the demands,” Vitale said while speaking during a 

November 17 conference call.

In December 2016, Post announced it would pay a 

US$75 million settlement to settle an egg-related class 

action lawsuit � led in 2008. In November 2017, a federal 

judge accepted Michael Foods’ settlement. The lawsuit 

alleged that the leading egg producers in the United States 

For more information, visit www.diamondv.com
75
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conspired to use new welfare standards that included 

uniform hen spacing and housing standards to arti�cially 

reduce egg supply and raise egg prices. Michael Foods 

and Post Holdings agreed to settle, but stated that the 

settlement is not an admission of guilt. The payment will 

end Michael’s involvement in the case.

8 Center Fresh Group,
9.7 million hens
Center Fresh Group was founded by eight Iowa 

farm families. The company is comprised of �ve divisions 

involved in egg production: Center Fresh Egg Farm, Sioux 

County Egg Farm, Hawkeye Pride, Sioux County Pullets 

and Center Fresh Africa-Mozambique. The U.S. farms are 

located in Iowa and Ohio. As of December 31, 2017, the 

company’s layer �ock included 9.7 million hens. Center 

Fresh produces conventionally raised and cage-free eggs 

as well as liquid egg products.

9 Midwest Poultry Services L.P.,
9.5 million hens
Midwest Poultry Services L.P. is an Indiana-based 

shell egg producer for the retail market. It is a family-

owned business that employs 500. As of December 31, 

2017, the company’s layer �ock included 9.5 million hens. 

The company produces conventional white eggs, cage-

free eggs, free-range eggs, organic eggs and nutritionally 

enhanced eggs. 

10 Prairie Star Farms,
9.4 million hens
Prairie Star Farms markets the combined 

egg production of Rindler Poultry, Ross-Medford 

Farms, Hoosier Pride and J Star Farms. As of 

December 31, 2017, the company’s layer flock includ-

ed 9.4 million laying hens.

11 Herbruck’s Poultry Ranch,
8.4 million hens
Herbruck’s Poultry Ranch Inc. is Michigan’s 

largest egg farm. As a fully integrated business, 

Herbruck’s is involved in breeding, agriculture, feed and 

fertilizer production. The company also partners with 25 

small farms to produce organic and cage-free eggs. Due 

to a Michigan state law passed in 2009, by 2019 all lay-

ers housed in the state must be able to fully extend their 

wings without touching the side of an enclosure or another 

hen and have the ability to turn around freely.

As of December 31, the company’s layer �ock included 

8.4 million hens. Herbruck’s produces white and brown 

conventionally raised eggs, cage-free eggs, organic eggs 

and nutritionally enhanced eggs. It also produces liquid 

egg products, consumer packed and institutional or bulk 

packaged egg products.

As of October 2017, Herbruck’s Poultry Ranch was 

expanding its egg farm in Ionia County, Michigan, 

creating 33 jobs and US$16.3 million in capital invest-

ment. Herbruck’s plans to construct three cage-free 

pullet-rearing facilities to raise 2.5 million young hens 

annually in Ionia County. Also in April 2016, it an-

nounced plans to expand an operation in Mercersburg, 

Pennsylvania, by adding poultry barns to house cage-

free and organic laying hens. In December 2016, a 

local newspaper in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, re-

ported the company was seeking state permits to build 

a US$90 million cage-free operation including eight 

barns that could house as many as 2.4 million hens. In 

December 2017, the company announced it could begin 

construction on the farm in Mercersburg, Pennsylvania, 

as soon as March 2018.

12 Weaver Brothers,
8 million hens
Weaver Brothers Inc. is a third-generation 

family farm operation still owned and managed by the 

founders. The company offers cage-free and organic 

options and employs 350. As of December 31, 2017, the 

company’s layer �ock included 8 million hens, up from 

7.8 million last year. The 200,000-hen increase was in 

cage-free hens. Weaver Eggs provides a variety of egg 

and dairy products that are produced under a variety of 

recognized brands.



THE SCIENCE OF HEALTHIER ANIMALS.
© 2018 Intervet Inc. doing business as Merck Animal Health, a subsidiary of 
Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved.
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Protected with Safe-Guard® AquaSol. 

Now approved for laying hens, Safe-Guard® AquaSol helps you 
optimize treatment of poultry intestinal worms (Ascaridia galli and 
Heterakis Gallinarum) with an innovative, uniform, and farm-friendly 
drinking water formulation. With zero-day egg withdrawal, you can 
now avoid the risk of worms infecting your birds with easy, effective 
Safe-Guard® AquaSol.

Trust the Pros at Merck Animal Health.

No withdrawal period is required when used according to the label. 
Consult your veterinarian for assistance in the diagnosis, treatment 
and control of parasitism. 
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13 Hickman’s Egg Ranch,
7.35 million hens
Hickman’s Egg Ranch, also known as 

Hickman’s Family Farms, is the largest shell egg producer 

west of the Rockies. It is a family-owned business with 

hens in Arizona and Colorado, distribution operations in 

Iowa, Nevada and California and customers from Iowa 

to Hawaii. It has about 300 full-time employees. As of 

December 31, 2017, the company’s layer �ock included 

7.35 million hens.

Egg Industry visited Hickman’s operations in Arizona 

in February 2017 and sat down with the Hickman family 

to discuss the 73-year-old family business’ past, pres-

ent and future. They predicted that due to the egg market’s 

rapid shift to cage-free production, Hickman’s Egg Ranch 

will be 80 percent cage-free production within four years.

In September 2017, the company said that not only was 

it working to meet consumer demands by generating more 

cage-free egg products, but is also working to branch 

outside the company’s traditional role of farming into the 

packaging realm to work with a California recycler to de-

velop 100 percent-recycled egg cartons.

14 Fremont Farms of Iowa,
7.3 million hens
Fremont Farms of Iowa is a producer and 

processor of liquid egg products. As of December 31, 

2017, it had 7.3 million laying hens.

15 Sparboe Farms,
6.1 million hens
Started in 1954, Sparboe Farms began as 

a day-old chick company and has grown over the past 60 

years to a major shell egg producer and marketer in the 

U.S. Its subsidiary Sparboe Foods provides egg products. 

The company also owns Agri-Tech, which produces 

premixes for lower feed cost. As of December 31, 2017, 

its layer �ock included about 6.1 million hens. It offers a 

broad platform of white and specialty eggs in a variety of 

packaging options, along with vegetarian-fed brown eggs, 

cage-free brown eggs and organic eggs.

EggIndustry ❙ 29

Meet the needs and capabilities 
of your laying hens

www.jpe.orgFollow us on:

NivoVaria® rearing system

Comfort 2® aviary system

More information?

Visit us during the 

Midwest Poultry Show at booth 542

Take pullet training to the next level

Designed for farmers, inspired by layers
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16 ISE America,
6 million hens
ISE America is an integrated egg laying 

and production operation. As of December 31, 2017, it has 

nearly 6 million layers, as well as its own feed mill and 

shell egg processing plants. It also performs further egg 

processing, including fresh frozen eggs, liquid eggs and 

hard-cooked eggs. The company is a subsidiary of ISE 

Inc., headquartered in Japan. ISE Inc. entered the chicken 

genetics and breeding industries in Japan in 1912.

17 Kreider Farms,
5.2 million hens
Kreider Farms supplies shell eggs to su-

permarkets and wholesalers in the northeastern U.S. and 

sells cage-free eggs under the Noah’s Pride brand. Kreider 

is the largest egg producer in Pennsylvania with facili-

ties in Mount Joy, Manheim, Middletown and Mount 

Pleasant. As of December 31, 2017, the company’s layer 

�ock included 5.2 million hens. Kreider produces white 

and brown eggs, conventionally raised and cage-free eggs, 

organic eggs and nutritionally enhanced eggs.

18 Opal Foods,
5.18 million hens
Opal Foods, an entity created by Visalia, 

California-based private equity fund AGR Partners, was 

launched in May 2014 with the acquisition of Moark’s 

Midwest operations. As of December 31, 2017, its layer 

�ock included 5.18 million hens.

On April 4, 2017, Opal Foods suffered signi�cant 

losses because of a storm that hit its egg operations in 

Neosho, Missouri. The company lost three poultry houses 

to straight-line winds. An estimated 600,000 chickens 

inside those houses were also lost, according to a Nextar 

Broadcasting report. It was estimated that it will cost 

about US$2.4 million to replace the lost structures and an 

additional US$4 million to replace the lost hens.

In September 2017, the company received the Grow 

Neosho expansion award in honor of its new corporate 

headquarters. 

“Opal Foods’ new corporate headquarters represents 

an investment of over US$1.4 million dollars,” Brock 

Peterson, president, Opal Foods, said to the Neosho Daily.  

“This investment has created a central headquarters of 

over 17,000 square feet to house the management and 

operations teams, which oversee multiple egg farm opera-

tions in Missouri and Colorado.”

The company has 350 employees, most of which are 

in the Neosho area. The company specializes in all-natu-

ral, organic, cage-free and all-natural eggs with omega 3s. 

Opal Foods also provides Land O’ Lakes with all-natural 

brown eggs.

19 Gemperle Farms,
4.9 million hens
Gemperle Farms produces all varieties of 

eggs including organic, cage-free, omega 3, cage-free fertile 

and brown and white enriched colony barn eggs. All of its 

eggs are produced without hormones and antibiotics. As of 

December 31, 2017, the company’s layer �ock included 4.9 

million hens. The Stanislaus County, California, farm an-

nounced the �rm’s conversion to 100 percent cage-free egg 

production will be accelerated and completed by 2023. The 

company previously had committed to completing the con-

version by 2024 in an announcement last year.

20 Sunrise Farms,
4.5 million hens
Sunrise Farms Inc. is an Iowa egg pro-

ducer owned by Sonstegard Foods. The parent company 

produces and markets shell eggs as well as liquid, 

frozen and powdered egg products. Sonstegard Food 

Group is third-generation family-owned and has opera-

tions in six states. As of December 31, 2017, its layer 

�ock included 4.5 million hens. ■

SIX OF THE 10 largest egg 
companies in the world are 
headquartered in the U.S.
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Midwest Poultry Federation
Convention moves to Minneapolis

The 2018  Midwest Poultry 

Federation (MPF) Convention  

features a new location and sched-

ule, giving attendees more time to 

visit the exhibit hall and education 

workshops as well as offering 

new learning opportunities and 

networking events. The conven-

tion’s goal is to offer cutting-edge 

information to attendees through 

a balanced offering of exhibits 

and educational workshops. The 

MPF Convention is a great place 

to learn about products, services 

and technologies that are vital to 

producers’ success.    ■
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Visit www.midwestpoultry.com for the list 
of companies participating in the 2018 

MPF Convention and for the full schedule 
of educational events.

Workshop topics:
 ■ Simmering issues

 ■ Broiler production

 ■ Turkey breeder

 ■ Organic/specialty poultry production

 ■ Pullet and layer health

 ■ Meat and egg processing

 ■ Turkey grower

 ■ Pullet and layer egg production

 ■ Turkey health

FAST FACTS:
WHEN: March 13-15, 2018

WHERE: Minneapolis Convention 
Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota

 DID YOU KNOW? MPF is 
a nonprofi t organization. 
Revenue generated from 
the convention goes back to 

its members 
(12 associations 
in the Midwest) 
and to support 
poultry 
programs.

New this year:
 ■ Student Careers Program
 ■ MPF Unhatched: An evening of 
Eats & Entertainment



A Tradition of Innovation.www.lubingusa.com   info@lubingusa.com   (423) 709-1000

With nearly 70 years of experience and more than 3 
billion birds around the world drinking from a Lubing 
system on a daily basis, Lubing has established a rock 
solid position as a global leader developing innovative 
products for poultry production. 

Our Tradition of Innovation keeps us at the forefront 
of the industry by continually offering cutting-edge 
technology that helps producers gain every possible 
advantage in production to maximize profits. 

Got Lubing? You can’t afford not to. Contact us to find 
out how we can help improve your bottom line.

Visit us 
at the 2018

Midwest Poultry
Federation
Convention
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PRODUCT NEWS

H2OZONE AGRISAFE 
WATER PURIFYING 
TECHNOLOGY
H2Ozone AgriSafe is a water pu-

rifying technology that delivers a 

naturally self-disinfecting supply of 

pure ozonated water for livestock, 

food processing, hydroponic cul-

tures and CIP applications. This 

chemical-free natural disinfecting 

process offers customers a sustain-

able supply of clean, fresh water, 

with the system monitored and 

activated remotely by H2Ozone’s en-

gineers. The AgriSafe system works 

by passing water through a series 

of � lters, then through a helical UV 

reactor chamber where the UV light 

inactivates all bacteria, pathogens 

and microorganisms. Ozone is then 

delivered through a diffuser into the 

water reservoir as the � nal step in 

the natural puri� cation process. 

www.h2ozone.com

TWINPACK 
EGGSCARGO DIVIDER
Twinpack presents its new 

EggsCargo Divider. This product has 

been modi� ed to relocate the stop-

pers from the guide slots on either 

side of the divider to the center. This 

creates a few millimeters of space 

for the stacks of trays, which solves 

problems with robots that cannot 

place the stacks of trays within the 

glitter dimension of the divider.

www.twinpack.nl

© 2018 Quality Technology International, Inc. ‘CALSPORIN’ 
is a registered trademark of Calpis Co., Ltd. ‘IMW50’ is a 
trademark of ICC, Brazil. ‘BacPack’ is a trademark of QTI.

BacPack 
ABF™

Combines the leading probiotic 
CALSPORIN® with IMW50™, a top 
MOS product

NEW 
Refresh™

A drinking water additive that 
includes a probiotic and essential 
vitamins and minerals

CALSPORIN® 
Organic

OMRI-Listed organic product

EnteroBac® A good addition to any NAE 
poultry cocci program

QTI - The intestinal health experts. Call to see the research!

The leading U.S. probiotic has proven performance worldwide.

THERE IS A GOOD REASON TOP 
COMPANIES USE CALSPORIN®

www.qtitechnology.com
847-531-2819

PROVEN TECHNOLOGY
PERFORMANCE.  HEALTH.  FOOD SAFETY.

Come visit with us at Midwest Poultry Federation Convention! 
March 12-13 Booth 733

Look to QTI for leading gut-health products, used 
with or without antibiotics.



info@pmsi.cc  |  www.pmsi.cc  |  Phone: 616-421-2600
890 O.E. Bieri Industrial Drive.

Lowell, MI 49331
Extend Your Reach.

TAKE CONTROL OVER EGG FLOW      |      ENVIRONMENTAL      |     PRODUCTION     |     HAACP

Egg counters, batching, and 
monitoring

Variable speed control feeders Light dimming scheduling

Environment and zoned temperature 
control

Heat map, simple temperature visual 
feedback

System door monitor, reporting, and 
controls

Egg production managers trust us to automate the management of 
their cage-free systems. As the market continues to change we are 
committed to lead with new and innovative solutions to automate 
systems into the future.

Below are just SIX CAGE-FREE ENHANCEMENTS PMSI CAN 
AUTOMATE FOR YOU, and we encourage you to contact us today 
to discover automation on a whole new level.

STOP BY OUR BOOTH AT 
THE MIDWEST POULTRY 

SHOW: BOOTH #505



Unveiling Advanced Technologies 
for Future Poultry Operations

SAVE THE DATES! November 5-7, 2018
Georgia Tech Hotel & Conference Center, Atlanta, Georgia

TECH SUMMIT

A NEW ONE-OF-A-KIND event connecting researchers and entrepreneurs with 
poultry sector technology experts, financiers, bankers and venture capitalists 
looking for new projects to fund.

Learn about advanced developments for poultry in:

 ● Artifi cial Intelligence ● Robotics
 ● Blockchain ● Sensors
 ● Virtual Reality ● Vaccines and more!

See details at: www.PoultryTechSummit.com

Presented by In collaboration with:
● Georgia Tech Research Institute
● University of Georgia Poultry Science Department
● U.S. Poultry & Egg Association
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FANCOM AURA 37 
CLIMATE CONTROLLER
Fancom AURA 37 is a simple con-

troller for mechanical ventilation in 

a small poultry house up to approxi-

mately 25,000 birds. The main fea-

tures of the AURA 37 are the clear 

displays with simple navigation. 

Easy-to-understand symbols give us-

ers a clear overview of the situation 

in the house at all times, and quick 

intervention is possible in the event 

of any deviations.

www.fancom.com

SAEPLAST DP40FV 
ANTI-SKID PALLET
Saeplast DP40FV anti-skid pallet 

is a 48” x 40” footprint pallet ideal 

for any closed loop applications. 

Its anti-skid design works well 

win moist or wet working envi-

ronments to minimize the loaded 

product from shifting and sliding 

off during loading or moving. 

Additionally, the DP40FV will al-

low customers to use a slip sheet 

under the load without concerns 

of the product getting dislodged 

or becoming askew. It has 12 slot-

shaped vents on top of the pallet. 

www.saeplast.com

PRODUCT NEWS

MANURE BELTS

Ph: 515-332-3945
Fax: 515-604-3945

Stationary or Portable Belt Conveyors
Heavy Duty for Long Runs

Distribution Conveyors with Plows
Quality Conveyors since 1943

877.679.1399 • rdmcoreshell@aol.com

Coastal Brand Shell - Feed grade
calcium carbonate and Oyster Shell 

Essential for 
strong shells

Stronger bone
development

Researched, 
Tested, Proven

More profits from                          less breakage 2005 Diamond 8400 Egg Grader
12 Packers, Crack and Dirt detectors, left-
hand machine, 100% working condition & 
excellent cosmetic condition. Available Now. 
Removed from operation on 3/10/17. Con-
tact: tom.beachler@kreiderfarms.com or 
717-572-3075

CO2 MAK cart.
Approved by UEP

for disposal of
spent fowl.

FPM Inc.
Poultry carts & trailers

Ph. 402-729-2264
www.fpmne.com

Chick trailer lift gates

Got Manure: We have the cure!
Biological Fly Management Program
Entomologist/Consultation Available

kunafin
“The Insectary”

Worldwide
Phone: 1-830-757-1181

Fax: 1-830-757-1468

FLY PROBLEMS?

www.kunafin.com

kunafin

Made in U.S.A.
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Poultry Equipment Equipment Avicole

ORIGINAL- ORIGINAL

eco and livestock 

friendly

»VARIA with MIDDLE NEST« 
MANUFACTURER OF POULTRY

EQUIPMENT SINCE 1961!

Egg collection from the middle nest!

Eggs from the installation are collected automatically.

Good overview throughout all tiers!  

Narrow manure belts ensure a smooth 

belt run!

The depth of the equipment up to the 

middle is one arm length!

Accessible landing grids!

Animal-friendly nests!

Upon request with manure drying system! 

THE »SPECHT VARIA PLUS« 
SYSTEM 

The „Specht Varia Plus System“ is the
result of our experience for decades.

More space per bird according to the

cur- rent requirements of animal welfare. 

Excellent overview under the installation as 

well as under in each tier. 

Water, feed, resting area and nest are

available in each level. 

Good nest inspection due to their arrangement 

on the outside. 

Due to tiltable fl oor the automatic lock of the 

nest is possible. 

The wide egg belts ensure suffi cient place for

the eggs. 

Additional perches in the installation. 

The additional level above the nests is possible.

Directly from the manufacturer.

Since 1961 our own fabrication. 

Benefi t from our experience. 

GmbH & Co. KG

Dassendaler Weg 13 • D-47665 Sonsbeck (Germany)
Telefon +49 (0) 2838 912-0 • Telefax +49 (0) 2838 2791
info@specht-tenelsen.de • www.specht-tenelsen.de

Hans Theo Ten Elsen • GSM: +49.173 - 8 79 65 82

Poultry Equipment - Equipement Avicole




